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BIBLE STUDY CLASS HOLDS PARTY 

The Bible Study Class of the Mennonite church which meets every Monday evening held a party at 
the Rev. C. H. Suckau home Monday evening. The class is taking a correspondence course from 
Moody Bible Institute. 

The group sang songs after which an Indian meal was served in real Hindu style. All guests were 
seated on the floor and ate curry and rice, and Indian bread with their fingers, Indian fashion. Pickles 
were also served. 

Games and contests were played, and the evening was spent in a social manner. 

Those present were Paul and Anna Verena Liechty, Ernestine Liechty, Vera and Irene Liechty, Adoph 
Liechty, Viola, Maryann and Carl Lehman, Florence and Lorraine Burkhalter, Winifred Sprunger, 
Noel Sprunger, Tilman Nussbaum, Elizabeth Neuenschwander, Celeste Norr, and the host and 
hostess, Rev. and Mrs. C. H. Suckau. 

***** 

Monday, 12 April 1937 

ORNELL LEHMAN BADLY HURT IN MISHAP TODAY 

Suffers Crushed Leg When Concrete Building Roof Collapses 

Ornell Lehman, aged 21, son of Mr. and Mrs. Cyrus Lehman of this place, suffered a badly crushed 
right leg in a mishap at 1:15 o’clock this afternoon when caught between two slabs of concrete while 
tearing down a concrete block building. The leg was broken between the knee and the hip, but the 
exact extent of the injury had not been determined at 2:30 o’clock this afternoon. 

Ornell was taken to the Adams County memorial hospital at Decatur where X-ray pictures were to be 
taken to determine the extent of the injury. He will probably remain at the hospital where the broken 
bones will be set. It was not known if he was injured otherwise, although there is a possibility he may 
have suffered internal injuries. 

Lehman suffered the injury when he was caught between two large slabs of concrete, while tearing 
down a cement building. The building is the old cement block building located back of the Berne 
Review print shop, and formerly used by Baumgartner Brothers and later by the Lehman Brothers 
Hardware, as a dynamite storage house. The building was erected by Baumgartner Brothers about 30 
or 35 years ago. It was not been in use for several years. C. H. Muselman, manager of the Economy 



Printing Concern, had recently engaged Lehman and he was engaged in removing the building, the 
space being needed for parking purposes. 

Mr. Muselman was supervising the work but had left Lehman to return to his office. Lehman climbed 
on top of the building and while on the roof, the roof collapsed. He fell to the floor of the building, 
inside of the structure. His right leg was caught between the large slabs of concrete which formed the 
roof. 

Lehman’s screams immediately attracted several people. Leonard Baumgartner, who was working 
near the Mettler & Baumgartner garage, was the first on the scene. Ellis Hirschy, who was working in 
the Review bindery, also heard the screams. Baumgartner, Hirschy and Laverne Wittwer carried the 
injured young man to the office of Drs. Jones & Jones. 

When found, Lehman was standing upright, caught between the two huge slabs of concrete. He was 
suffering immensely. Considering the nature of the accident, Lehman is considered very fortunate in 
having escaped with his life as he could easily have been crushed to death. 

Mrs. Rose Baumgartner was watching Lehman working from the rear of the Swiss Café. She saw the 
accident and immediately called for help. John Myers, proprietor of Myers Grocery hear the impact of 
the falling roof from inside his store. 

***** 

Thursday, 22 April 1937 

LEROY BEER HURT IN WRECK 

Adams County Man Escapes Serious Injury in Accident 

Leroy Beer, 36, Decatur route three, an employee of the Central Soya company, was released from the 
Lutheran hospital in Fort Wayne Tuesday morning after being treated for injuries received late 
Monday in an auto accident. He is a son of Mrs. Eli Beer. 

Beer sustained a painful chest injury when the car he was driving crashed into the ditch on the Fort 
Wayne-Decatur road near Hesse Castle. 

According to reports Beer was in the act of driving around a truck, loaded with a hammermill and 
driven by a Mr. Sorg, when the accident occurred. Sorg attempted to turn left in front of the Beer 
auto, which veered into the ditch. The Beer auto is said to have leaped 20 feet ahead and turned over. 
Beer was unconscious when Franklin Franz, of Decatur and others, who arrived on the scene, aided 
in extricating him from the wreckage.  

Beer was taken to the hospital, where he was kept for treatment overnight and then released Tuesday 
morning. The crash occurred shortly after 4 o’clock Monday afternoon. The truck carrying the 
hammermill was not hit. 

 



Monday, 3 May 1937 

AUGSBURGER RITES ATTENDED BY MANY 

What many say was the largest funeral ever held at the West Missionary church, was that Sunday 
afternoon of Jacob D. Augsburger, of Wabash township, who died last Wednesday evening. The 
church was filled to capacity, and many people were unable to get into the building. 

Rev. N. J Schmucker of the Defenseless Mennoninte church and Rev. C. J. Gerig, of the West 
Missionary church, officiated at the rites. The aged Rev. C. N. Stuckey gave a short sermon in the 
German language. 

***** 

Thursday, 6 May 1937 

OBITUARY 

Jacob D. Augsburger, born in French township, Adams county, February 15, 1871, the son of 
Christian C. and Barbara (nee) Liechty, Augsburger, departed this life April 28, 1937, at the age of 66 
years, 2 months, 13 days.  

He became educated and grew to manhood in the community of his birth. After reaching maturity he 
sojourned to Ohio among friends and relatives several years. Returning to his home again where he 
spent most of his entire life, until his death, among friends and relatives alike. On January 3, 1896, he 
was married to Cora Schindler, also of French township, who preceded him in death on Dec. 6, 1912. 
To this union three sons were born, John of Cleveland, Ohio; Milton and Tilman of Dayton Ohio. One 
grandson also preceded him in death, and two granddaughters survive.  

On October 2, 1914, he was united in marriage to Katie Zehr of Hartford township, who survives, 
together with a niece, Verena (nee) Burry Rutledge of Fort Wayne, Indiana, who was taken into their 
home when a child, where she grew to womanhood. 

His illness extended for several year, and death released him from Bright’s Disease and 
complications. 

Mr. Augsburger was converted at the age of 37 years, and was known wherever he tarried for his 
noble and gentle character, revealing always, even through his most trying and discomforting hours, 
that “Heaven was his home.” 

He united with the West Missionary church May 10, 1914, of which church he remained a faithful 
member until death took him. 

He was ever patient during the long siege and toward the last was patiently waiting for his Lord to 
take him home. 



Left to mourn their loss, in addition to his wife, three sons, two grandchildren, and niece, are five 
brothers, Moses and John, near Berne, Ind., Amos and Dave of Elida, Ohio, and Daniel Augsburger of 
Osborn, Ohio, one sister, Mrs. J. W. Hales, of Osborn, Ohio, and a host of relatives and friends, whom 
he cherished through life. 

Brothers and sisters who preceded him in death are: Mrs. Oscar Burry, Mrs. John Kauffman, Mrs. J. E. 
Greider, MRs. Jacob M. Neuen [presumably Neuenschwander]. 
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